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Madam Chairman, 

The war situation that is forced upon is by the Indonesian troops and their mercenaries have 
tremendously trampled upon the rights of the indigenous people of the Moluccas. Since time 
immemorial the indigenous Moluccan population, also known by their ancestral name the 
Alifuru people, has always lived on their grounds although they have been subjugated by so 
many foreign powers through colonialism and neo colonialism. 

The Moluccan people of Alifuru descent are attached to their grounds that supply an 
abundance of natural resources. Better known to the world as the Spice Islands we have given 
the base to our former colonial powers their status of richness in the contemporary world of 
today. 

But tragically enough today the Indonesian troops and their mercenaries are ousting the 
Moluccan people of Alifuru descent forcefully from their ancestral grounds. Since two years 
under the cover of a "religious civil war" they come to attack, conquer and strip us from our 
own lands. Our national and traditional values, our dignity, our identity as a people are being 
shattered. We have become not only fugitives or displaced persons in our own homeland, but 
they are viciously aiming to oust us from our ancestral grounds. 

Since 2,5 years the Indonesian troops have been attacking everywhere and anywhere in the 
Moluccas. After each attack all the houses and villages are being razed to the ground. 
Rampage and destruction of the villages, especially schools and houses of worship must 
prevent the villagers from coming back. But the villagers always manage to come back even 
if their villages have been razed to the ground. But to totally block the villagers from 
returning, the Indonesian troops plant landmines in the surroundings of the villages in the 
jungle. Larger villages are used as training camps by the Laskar mercenaries. Another effort 
to evict the people from their village is also to urge them to get help in the refugee camps. 
Still many of the Moluccan people would not go to the refugee camps for many reasons. But 
the most important reason is that they refuse to abandon their village and make place for the 
settlement of the Indonesians anil their mercenaries. 

The Moluccan people categorically refuse to be evacuated to other islands outside the 
Moluccas. All the deported people from the islands of Kesui and Teor, victims of forced 
conversion to Islam, have explicitly demanded to return to their own ancestral grounds. 
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Especially after they were told thai Ihc Laskar mercenaries and their collaborators have 
confiscated their lands. 
The occupying Indonesian military and mercenaries have issued a formal declaration to all 
Moluccans that: . ...The only way for von Moluccans to return to your ancestral lands is by 
means of war, because we have ousted vou and conquered the lands also through war " 

Madam Chairman, 

Recent reports from the Moluccas indicate that the situation remains alarming. The attack on 
civilians, razing to the ground of villages, the slaughter of innocent civilians, the forcing of 
the people to flee into the mountains and jungles, the abduction of women and children and 
last month the stabbing to death with bayonets of woman and babies by the Indonesian special 
elite group, the Kopassus. 
The State of Civil emergency that was declared on June 26 last year is prolonged. During this 
one year of state of civil emergency the Indonesians troops have devastated whole villages, 
burnt down houses of worships, destroyed within three days the only two Universities in the 
Moluccas, attacked civilians and caused the death of thousands Moluccan civilians. 
Now Moluccan children are totally deprived from education because almost all the schools 
are destroyed-and ths war' sthtattonr c ^ ^"^ h^u^iw^ ^ 
The health situation is alarming. The forced circumcision on women and children caused 
infection and has taken its toll among the victims of forced islamization 
With the objective of total isolation of the Moluccan people, all communication are being 
hampered, in many cases even cut. 
With this situation the Alifuru people of Moluccas is aware on the many claims from inside 
and outside the country claiming sovereignty over them. We urgently appeal to the world to 
be alert on this. 

The Moluccan People are determined to regain their ancestral grounds that have been theirs 
since time immemorial. The indigenous Alifuru people want to restore Peace in their own 
land, to regain their pride, their dignity, as a man, a woman, a family, as a human being, a 
nationalist. 
There can be no Development if there is no Peace, no Peace without freedom and Freedom 
without Liberation. Therefore on behalf of the indigenous peoples in the Moluccas, Flores, 
Sulawesi and West Papua we again appeal for your solidarity and support. 

I thank you madam Chair, and I wish you all the success in your further work. 
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